THE   BOOK   OF
which she, by the grace of Jesus, solved, so that her
answers pleased the Bishop right well, and the clerks had
full great marvel at her that she answered so readily and
pregnantly.
When the Bishop had eaten, he sent for her to his
chamber, saying to her: —
'Margery, ye and your husband spake to me to give
you the mantle and the ring, for which cause I have taken
counsel, and my counsel will not allow me to profess you
in such singular clothing, without better advice. And ye
say, by the grace of God, that ye will go to Jerusalem.
Therefore pray to God that it may wait over till ye come
back from Jerusalem, so that ye are better proved and
known.'
On the next day, this creature went to church and
prayed to God with all her spirit that she might have
knowledge how she might be governed in this matter,
and what answer she might give to the Bishop*
Our Lord Jesus Christ answered to her mind in this
manner: —
'Daughter, say to the Bishop that he dreadeth more the
shames of the world than the perfect love of God. Say to
him that I would as well have excused him if he had
fulfilled my will, as I did the children of Israel when I
bade them borrow the goods of the people of Egypt and
go awky therewith. Therefore, daughter, tell him, though
he will not do it now, it shall be done another time when
God willeth.'
And so she gave her message to the Bishop of Lincoln
as she had been commanded. Then he prayed her to go
to the Archbishop of Canterbury, — Arundel, — 'and pray
him to grant leave to me, the Bishop of Lincoln/ to give
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